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English 1157: English Composition I 
J. Scott Farrin, Instructor 
Office: LA 187,  Telephone: 280-7324,  Email: jfarrin@uno.edu 
Office Hours:  5-5:30pm Tuesday and Thursday.  Wednesday 2-4pm.  Friday 9-12pm  
 
Text & Materials: •   The Curious Writer, Second Custom Edition for UNO, by Bruce Ballenger—ISBN: 1-
269-88765-3.  (Note that this is a special edition, not the same The Curious Writer that 
you might find online.) 
 •   Aunt Alice vs Bob Marley, by Kareem Kennedy—ISBN: 978-1-60801-013-4. 
 •   Three manila folders, labeled “Project One,” “Project Two,” and “Project Three” 
respectively. 
 
Course Description:  This class intends to teach writing and research as a process of exploration through 
which our assumption are challenged.  The goal of higher education itself is to push through or enlarge 
our boundaries, and that is what will characterize the compositions we write in this class. 
 
Student Learning Objectives:  By the end of the semester, students will be able to do the following. 
1. Determine purpose and audience, understanding how both affect how one effectively reads and 
writes. 
2. Employ their curiosity, their doubt and their suspension of disbelief to gain a greater, a deeper 
understanding of the subjects about which they will research and write. 
3. Use library and non-library research methods and cite their work using MLA style. 
4. Organize their thoughts and present them so they are clear and effective. 
5. Demonstrate proficiency in basic language skills: spelling, grammar, syntax, word choice, 
sentence structure, etc. 
 
Essays:  Students will complete three writing projects, and their final drafts will be graded according to 
their focus, development and presentation.  The concluding essay or long composition of each project will 
build upon shorter writing assignments, including a short composition, and they will incorporate sources, 
so research is required, and that research must be cited according to MLA format.  The citations, listed in 
a “Works Cited” page, should be part of your submitted essay and not submitted as its own file.  All 
submissions will go through Turnitin, the anti-plagiarism tool attached to Moodle.  I do not accept essays 
that are emailed to me, either for a grade or for feedback.  Make sure that you submit the right draft to 
Turnitin, that before you submit, you check again that it is the correct draft, because that is the draft I will 
grade.  Students will turn in a portfolio of their work at the end of the semester and there will a final 
writing exam that asks students to reflect on their accomplishments. 
 
Note on Appropriate Subjects:  A good subject is one that can be researched using credible sources.  
Generally, highly speculative subjects such as zombies, and pseudoscience—ancient aliens, astral 
projection—as well as conspiracy theories, the illuminati, etc., will not lend themselves to fruitful 
research.   
 
Very Important:  Keeping your drafts and compositions organized is very important.  In the top left 
corner, indicate your name, the date, the project number, and the assignment, journal, blog, annotated 
bibliography, etc.  On your computers, each draft should be saved as a separate file.  If you are not using 
Microsoft Word to write your essays, you might try saving your files in Rich Text Format (.rtf).  Each file 
should be named in such a way that it indicates the author, the project, and the assignment.  I should be 
able to look at the title of a file and know the author and assignment without opening the file.   Never 
throw anything away in this class. 
 
Class Participation and Quizzes:  Come to class prepared to discuss assigned readings. 
 
Deadlines, Late Papers, Etc.:  You must have turned in all essays and have had them accepted in order 
to pass the class.  Turning in assignments late will lead to penalties on that associated project's final 
grade.  Those penalties can be as much as a letter grade off the final project for every day an assignment 
is late. 
 
Grading:  The final draft of each essay or long composition will be worth 20% of your grade, 
cumulatively 60%.  You will be given a tentative grade for that project when you turn it in, and at the end 
of the semester, when you turn in the portfolio of all your projects, that project will be given its final 
grade.  Between the first grade and the final grade, you are encouraged to revise your essays.   
Compositions written at the beginning of the semester are graded by the same standards of as 
compositions written near the semester’s end, and as a result, grades on drafts at the beginning of the 
semester will almost always be lower.  As your understanding and skills improve, you should be able to 
revise earlier work for a better grade.  
 
The three short compositions are worth 20% cumulatively, and they are not to be revised.    
 
The early process assignments of each project (including the short compositions) must be completed 
according to my satisfaction in order for the student to continue to the next stage of his or her project.  If 
any project is not completed or not accepted, it is not counted, and that puts that student at risk for failing 
the class.  Additionally, students must have had their earlier projects accepted in order to revise the 
included final essay or long composition attached to that project.  Lastly, the final 20% of your grade will 
come from your final in-class reflection, your participation, and your portfolio as a whole. 
 
Presentations:  Each student is required to make one multimedia presentation on one of his or her 
projects.  Slideshow, video, audio recording, the exact nature of the media employed is flexible, but the 
presentation must be more than the student reading from his notes.  The presentation is intended to help 
the student get feedback from other points of view and is not intended to reflect the student’s final, 
polished analysis of his or her subject. 
 
Attendance Policy:  You are required to come to every class, and after three absences, you will incur a 
penalty: your grade will drop half a letter grade for every subsequent absence.  There are no excused 
absences.  Finally, you will still be responsible for the assignments and the deadlines given the other 
students during your absence.  If you miss a class, I suggest you contact a classmate, easily done through 
Moodle, and ask what you might have missed.  Note that failure to have an assigned draft for a peer 
review workshop will be counted as an absence, since you will not be able to participate in class. 
 
Tardiness:  Being late is disruptive.  If you arrive to class and find the door is closed, please leave and 
return the next class meeting.  If you are late, you will be marked absent. 
 
Cell Phones:  Have your cell phone turned off and put away during the class period.  Do not keep your 
cellphone on your desk or lap, and if you have an important reason to have your cell phone on during 
class time, tell me about it at the semester’s beginning, and provided I allow it, put your phone on vibrate 
and in a place that you can hear or feel it, but not see it. 
 
Portfolio Assessment and Final Exam:  At the end of the semester, you will turn in everything you have 
written on your projects, including what revisions you have done, and your will turn them in to me in a 
clearly organized folder.  Our final exam will be that last, in-class essay in which you will describe what 
you have learned over the course of the semester.  
 
Academic Integrity:  Using papers from other classes, passing someone’s writing off as your own, or 
failing to credit sources, these come with serious consequences.  If I find solid evidence of plagiarism, I 
will fail refuse to credit that assignment or any revision of that assignment, making it almost certain that 
you will fail the course.  I will also file an Academic Dishonesty Report with the University. 
 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Students who qualify for services will receive the 
academic modifications for which they are entitled.  It is the responsibility of the student to register with 
the Office of Disability Services (UC 260) each semester and follow their procedures for obtaining 
assistance. 
 
Course Schedule:  Reach Chapter 1 in The Curious Writer for Tuesday, August 25.  Come to class 
prepared to discuss what you read.   
 
Also complete this assignment:  “Habits of mind” refers to ways of approaching learning that are both 
intellectual and practical and that will support students’ success in a variety of fields and disciplines. They 
are also essential for success in college writing. 
 These habits of mind include 
1. Curiosity: the desire to know more about the world. 
2. Openness: the willingness to consider new ways of being and thinking in the world. 
3. Engagement: a sense of investment and involvement in learning. 
4. Creativity: the ability to use novel approaches for generating, investigating, and 
representing ideas. 
5. Persistence: the ability to sustain interest in and attention to short- and long-term 
projects. 
6. Responsibility: the ability to take ownership of one’s actions and understand the 
consequences of those actions for oneself and others. 
7. Flexibility: the ability to adapt to situations, expectations, or demands. 
8. Metacognition: the ability to reflect on one’s own thinking as well as on the 
individual and cultural processes used to structure knowledge. 
 
Select two of the above habits of mind that you think are particular strengths of yours. Using examples 
from your personal experience, explain why you chose these. What habits of mind do you want to work 
on developing in our class this semester? Your short essay response to this question (of at least 400 
words) must be typed (using Times New Roman, twelve-point font), printed, and brought to our next 
class meeting. 
 
